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AVOID
SELF-MEDICATION!

Taking medicine without medical
advice can be dangerous.

Always consult a doctor or
pharmacist.

Buy medicines only from
PPB-registered outlets.

practice.pharmacyboardk
enya.org [Licensestatus?
register=facilities

Ensuring quality, safe, efficatious and affordable health
products and technologies in Kenya
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Service and progress

Welcome to this edition of the Pharmacy and Poisons
Board (PPB) Newsletter.

Inthis issue,weshareupdatesonregulatorydevelopments,
stakeholder engagements, and innovations enhancing

Pharmacy and Polsons Board the safety, quality, and efficacy of health products in

Inks Deal with Ecumenical
Pharmaceutical Network to Boost Kenya N
Maternal and Neonatal Health in

Kenya —+ Story Page 14 We thank our partners for their continued support in
safeguarding public health.

Share your views with us at pr@ppb.go.ke.

UPCOMING EVENTS
e Assessment of the WHO Maturity Level 3

PHARMACY AND
POISONS BOARD

pr@ppb.go.ke
info@ppb.go.ke

n Pharmacy and Poisons Board @ppbkenya
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Health CS Duale Rallies Pharmacists to Embrace
Full Digitization for Sector Accountability

Health Cabinet Secretary Hon.
Aden Duale has called for the
complete digitization of Kenya’s

pharmaceutical  sector, citing
the urgent need to enhance
accountability, eliminate
counterfeit medicines, and
strengthen healthcare delivery
across the country.

Speaking during the official
opening of the 45th Annual
Scientific  Conference of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Kenya
(PSK) in Mombasa on 18th June,
2025, Hon. Duale emphasized
that digitization is central to the
government’s  health  reforms
and the broader Universal Health
Coverage (UHC) agenda under the
Taifa Care programme.

“We are phasing out paper records
completely. Every prescription
and transaction will be digitally
recorded and tracked,” said Hon.
Duale. “Digitization is not optional.
It is how we protect patients,
ensure value for money, and build a
trusted, responsive pharmaceutical
sector”

The CSoutlined the key pillars of the
Digital Health Superhighway, which

includes electronic prescriptions,
e-dispensing, real-time tracking
of pharmaceuticals, and full
integration of community
pharmacies into the national
health system. He expressed
concern over the threat posed by
counterfeit drugs, often distributed
through informal channels, and
said the new system will close such
regulatory gaps.

Hon. Duale praised Mombasa
County for being among the first
devolved units to pioneer digital
health solutions. He further urged
pharmacists to play a proactive role
in driving pharmaceutical reforms,
outliningfiveprioritiesforthesector:
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Health Cabinet Secretary, Hon.
Aden Duale addresses PSK 45th
Conference participants in

Mombasa
expanding local manufacturing,
achieving regulatory excellence,

digitizing supply chain systems,
enhancing pharmacovigilance, and
integrating pharmacy services into
the Social Health Authority (SHA)
benefits package.

In a major boost to workforce
development, the CS announced
the posting of 500 intern
pharmacists beginning August 1st.
He also revealed plans to elevate
Health Products and Technologies
(HPTs) to a full directorate within
the Ministry, underlining the
government’s commitment to
improved governance in the sector.

The Cabinet Secretary challenged
members of PSK to champion
innovation, accountability, and
digital transformation across the
pharmaceutical value chain.
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Pharmé&y and Poisons Board
Chairman, Dr. Charles Githinji makes
his remarks during the conference

The regulatory session at the 45th
Annual Scientific Conference of
the Pharmaceutical Society of
Kenya (PSK), held on June 20,
2025, provided a dynamic platform
for discussion on strengthening
pharmaceutical  regulation in
Kenya. Chaired by Dr. F. M. Siyoi,
Chief Executive Officer of the
Pharmacy and Poisons Board (PPB),

the session highlighted key
requlatory  developments and
ongoing reforms.

In his opening remarks, PPB
Chairman Dr. Charles Githinji
reaffirmed the Board’s firm
commitment to supporting
pharmacists across all practice

areas. “We are focused. We are
listening. And | assure you—
your concerns will be addressed
through strong, responsive, and
technically grounded leadership to
make pharmacy thrive,” he stated.
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Dr. Githinji emphasized several

priorities driving the Board’s
agenda, including enforcement of
Good Pharmacy Practices, proper
scheduling and classification of
medicines, and active engagement
with the Health Products and
Technologies (HPTs) Bill currently
before the Senate. “We are
monitoring its progress to ensure
that the voice of the pharmacy
profession is reflected. Regulation
is a core mandate of government,
and | am personally committed to
ensuring fullimplementation of the
commitments we make,” he added.

The session featured strong
participation from key PPB
directorates—Health Products
and  Technologies,  Corporate

Services, and Pharmacy Practice—
who outlined ongoing regulatory
progress. Dr. Siyoi reiterated the
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Board’s dedication to elevating
regulatory standards nationwide
and noted that PPB is at an
advanced stage in its pursuit of
World Health Organization (WHO)
Maturity Level 3 status.

Panel
priority
enhance
patient

discussions,  spotlighted
actions underway to
service delivery and
safety. These include
proactive post-marketing
surveillance, capacity-building
in pharmacovigilance, initiation
of bioequivalence studies, and

development of regulatory
frameworks to support
specialization in pharmacy practice.
The session reinforced PPB’s
position as a  technically
competent, stakeholder-driven

institution committed to securing
a safe, responsive, and accountable
pharmaceutical sector.

The 45th Pharmaceutical Society’s Annual Scientific conference participants
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Pharmacy and Poisons Board Reaffirms Commitment
to Protecting Public Health at PSK Conference

On June 19, 2025, during the 45th
Annual Scientific Conference of
the Pharmaceutical Society of
Kenya (PSK), a breakout session
titled “Navigating New Frontiers:
Regulatory Affairs and Pharmacists
in a Maturing Global Health
Landscape”  highlighted the
Pharmacy and Poisons Board's (PPB)
commitment to advancing public
health  through  strengthened
regulatory systems.

Dr. Anthony Toroitich, Director of
Corporate Services at PPB, shared
the Board’s ongoing progress
toward attaining the World Health
Organization (WHO) Global
Benchmarking Maturity Level 3.
He noted that PPB is advancing
across eight regulatory functions,
reinforcing its dedication to
aligning Kenya’s regulatory systems
with international standards to
support a resilient health sector.

A panel discussion on June 19,

2025, addressed the parallel
importation of Health Products and
Technologies (HPTs). Dr. Gachoki
Kariuki, Deputy Director for Product
Registration and Evaluation at PPB,
emphasized that affordability and
access remain the core drivers

Pharmacy and Poisons Board
Deputy Director of Product
Evaluation and Registration, Dr.
Gachoki Kariuki during a panel
discussion at PSK Conference

Pharmacy and Poisons Board
Director of Corporate Services, Dr.
Anthony Toroitich makes his remarks
during the PSK Conference

of parallel importation, ensuring
patients can obtain affordable
medicines and that grassroots
populations can access essential
health products.

Dr. Kariuki underscored that
Universal Health Coverage (UHC)isa
policy issue and acknowledged the
positive role parallel importation
has played in advancing access
goals. He further highlighted PPB’s
efforts to strengthen regulatory
oversight  through  enhanced
post-market  surveillance  and
pharmacovigilance, calling for
increased investment in these
areas.

He urged pharmacists to
actively support the system
by reporting any suspected
poor-quality products via available
platforms,  emphasizing  that
pharmacovigilance must operate
at both professional and public

levels to safeguard patient safety.

Kenya Hosts Regional Bioequivalence Training to
Boost Regulatory Capacity Across Africa

OnJune 16,2025, the Pharmacy and
Poisons Board (PPB), in partnership
with the Global Health Protection

Programme (GHPP) and the
PharmTrain2 initiative, launched
a five-day regional workshop

aimed at strengthening regulatory
capacity in the assessment of
bioequivalence (BE) studies.
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